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Published For The Washington University Community

February 3,1977

Mayors, Government Officials To Discuss
Survival of Cities at Student Symposium

WU Establishes
Master's Program
In Creative Writing

Z?225?

Herb Weitman

Urban decay—once lively Gaslight Square at
Boyle and Olive is now deserted and shuttered.

Mayor Kenneth Gibson, of
Newark, N.J., and Mayor Moon
Landrieu, of New Orleans, La., will
highlight the WU Student Symposium, "Can the Cities Survive,"
which will be held Wed., Feb. 9,
through Fri., Feb. 11. All the sessions
are free and open to the public.
The purpose of this symposium,
said Thomas Bean, symposium cochairman and WU senior, is to
educate and stimulate interest among
the University community and the
people of St. Louis in the problems of
the cities. Although New York's
Financial crisis recently called attention to these problems, many people
may not be aware of the cause and
possible solutions to them, he explained.
After learning from the symposium's major speakers about
problems shared by American cities,
Bean said that participants will then
have the opportunity of hearing
through panel discussions what
problems specifically face St. Louis.
Mayor Gibson will deliver the
keynote address of the symposium on
"The Black Political Base in Urban
America" at 11 a.m. Wed., Feb. 9, in

Graham Chapel. He will be
introduced and welcomed by St. Louis
Mayor John Poelker.
Other events scheduled for Wednesday include a discussion on
neighborhoods and an evening
address by Harry Sharrott, acting
regional director for housing and
urban development.
The discussion, "Urban
Neighborhoods: Their role in the
Political Process," will be held at 3
p.m. in the Women's Building
Lounge. Panelists will be John Roach,
director of the community development agency; Alderman Thomas Connelly, Samuel Ritchie, community
development specialist, University of
Missouri at St. Louis, and Dennis
Coleman, director of the Fox Park
Community Housing Corporation.
Sharrott will speak on "The Future
of Urban Housing Programs" at 8
p.m. in the Mudd Courtroom in the
Law School. A reception for Mayor
Gibson and Sharrott will be held at
9:30 p.m. in the Mudd Lounge.
Thursday's program will feature an
address by Mayor Landrieu, a panel
discussion about "The Future of the
Central City of St. Louis" and an
evening address by Sen. Charles
(Continued on page 3)

Herb Weitman

Urban renewal—renovated West End townhouses
symbolize struggle to revitalize the inner city.

A new "Writers' Program," leading
to a Master of Arts Degree in Writing,
has been established by the University's Department of English, it was
announced by Professor William G.
Madsen, department chairman. The
two-year graduate program, which
was approved by the University's
Graduate Council in 1976, will begin
in the 1977 fall semester.
"Persons coming into the
program," Madsen said, "will have
the rare opportunity of working with
members of the University's extraordinarily gifted community of prominent novelists, poets and critics."
The program will be staffed by the
following WU faculty members:
Stanley Elkin, novelist and professor
of English; Donald Finkel, poet-inresidence and professor of English;
William Gass, novelist and professor
of philosophy; John Morris, poet and
professor of English; Howard
Nemerov, poet and Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished University
Professor of English; Jarvis Thurston,
short story writer, co-editor of the
prestigous literary magazine, Perspective, and professor of English. All are
established authors who have achieved
wide-spread national recognition for
their published works.
Successful applicants must have a
bachelor's degree in any discipline,
and must submit a manuscript that
demonstrates considerable creative
writing ability. Manuscripts will be
evaluated by the Writing Committee,
consisting of Elkin, Finkel and
Thurston.
A limited number of fellowships will
be available for first-year students,
and a limited number of teaching
assistantships will be. available for
second-year students, Madsen said.
The three-part program, which concentrates on writing, with a solid
academic component, requires 60
credit hours for completion. The first
part of the program will consist of
(Continued on page 2)

Montana's Blackfeet Indians Feather Own Nest With Pens, Pencils
The next time you pick up a
Swagger Stick, Thunderball, or
■ Featherwriter on campus, it might be
a good idea to say Tsee-Ook-Ta-SeeTuki. In Blackfeet Indianese that
means thank you, and it's what we
owe some 90 members of the Montana
tribe for the approximately 50,000,
imaginatively named pens that find
their way to this campus every year.
The slim, streamlined ball-points
and nylon-tipped marking pens which
we use on the Hilltop in such huge
quantities (700 dozen Swagger Sticks,
3500 dozen Thunderballs and 1800
dozen Featherwriters annually) reach
WU by a circuitous trail. WU began
buying them two years ago through
the Educational and Institutional
Cooperative Service, Inc. WU's Central Stores in Shrewsbury stocks them.
The supplier is the Blackfeet Indian
Writing Company deep within "Big
Sky Country," which began manufacturing these smooth-flowing writing
instruments about six years ago. WU
was among the first of some 150
institutions of higher education to
become a Blackfeet customer, and we
remain among its best—eighth in the
college and university category.
It's a long way from the 1,500,000acre Blackfeet Indian reservation,
adjoining Glacier National Park on
the Canadian border where the pens
are made, to Brookings Hall—and an
even longer story, that is already
becoming a tribal legend.
Earl Old Person, Chairman of the
Blackfeet Tribal Council, is the chief
who pointed the Blackfeet in the right
direction. Looking around the town of
Browning, Montana, (pop. 3500),
which is the administrative center of
the Blackfeet reservation, he saw the
handsome government-run Museum
of the Plains Indians and not much
else. The ugliness of the small town,
with its substandard housing and
depressive bleakness, juxtaposed
against the brooding beauty of the
ragged mountain peaks rising from the
prairie plains, created a sharp and bitter contrast. Troubled by the high
unemployment rate (60 to 70 per cent),
he explained: "Jobs die at the end of
every summer." When the tourists left
so did most of the revenue—leaving a
host of major social problems for the
troubled Blackfeet.
Perhaps a reporter for the EDUCO
News expressed the situation best
when he wrote: "The company began
with an idea—a hope that profitable,
year-round employment in a tribalowned enterprise could break the
chain of despair that plagued the
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Rose Old Chief operates a pencil banding machine
at the Blackfeet Indian Writing Company.

proud Indian community." Old
Person, with a major assist from the
U.S. Small Business Administration,
decided to invest tribal funds in the
establishment of what is now the
Blackfeet Indian Writing Company.
Fifty-one percent of the capital for
the enterprise came from the Indians;
the rest from Wall Street venture
capital. A former executive of one of
the country's big pencil companies
was recruited to start the business, and
a 120,000-square-foot plant was built
and equipped with modern machinery
and production lines.
Its first product, and still one of the
firm's best-sellers, is the "Blackfeet
Indian Pencil" made of California
western cedar. Prosperity didn't
swamp the Indians, but they
persevered. Gradually, with the addition of new products (the various
types of pens), the Blackfeet Indians
began writing new sales records. Now
80 per cent owned by the Blackfeet
tribe, the company has a payroll of
$600,000 annually and operates on a
two-shift basis. All but one of the factory employes is either an Indian or
married to a member of the Blackfeet
tribe. With sales of some $3,000,000
last year, the Blackfeet firm numbers
among its customers 200 of Fortune
magazine's top 500.
Tom Harig, (B.S. B.A. '59), Director of Procurement and Contract
Administration at WU, decided to
stock the pens on campus in May,
1975. "I checked with some of the
leading schools in the country such as
Harvard and Stanford, and found that
they were satisfied Blackfeet customers," he said.
Harig notified all deans, chairpersons and department heads of
WU's plans to become a Blackfeet
customer soon after the contract was

signed. In May, 1976, in a letter to an
official at Ralston Purina, Harig said:
"I am happy to say that after a year's
experience with this product, we are
completely satisfied with its dependability and have found this company
to be very competitive."
Locally, Monsanto, McDonnell
Douglas and General Motors are all
Blackfeet customers. Nationally, AT
& T, Westinghouse, and even the U.S.
Senate buy Blackfeet products.
Perhaps the best testimonial to the
Blackfeet Indian Writing Company
came a few months ago from Senator
Lee Metcalf (Dem) of Montana on the
floor of the U.S. Senate when he
called the Blackfeet enterprise "a
delightful success story." Thanks to
the Blackfeet enterprise, one of its
products is now the official pen of the
U.S. Senate.

(Dorothy Brockhoff)

Master's Program
(Continued from page I)

workshops and tutorials in fiction and
poetry, culminating in a volume of
poems, stories or a novel. The second
part of the program will stress a basic
curriculum in literary theory, comprising such courses as aesthetics, a comparative literature course in translation, and a course in the history of
criticism.
Madsen emphasized, however, that
the third part of the program, which
offers an interdisciplinary option, will
permit the student to tailor requirements to his own needs. "Requirements will differ from student to student. Some will follow the more
traditional academic program, within
the English Department. But students
will be encouraged to work outside of
the department, focusing on a preferred area of concentration, whether
an academic discipline, a specific
topic, or a historical period."
Commenting further on the interdisciplinary nature of the program,
Madsen stated that "the University's
new degree program is rather distinctive in this respect. A writer ought
to have a wide background of
knowledge, not necessarily related to
English or American Literature. We
hope to attract students interested in
social science, philosophy or history,
for example."
Prior to the establishment of the
new M.A. in Writing, students in the
department's regular master's
program were able to concentrate on
creative writing, and do a book of
poems or a novel in place of a thesis.
They were subject to the same
academic requirements, however, as
(Continued on page 3)

Master's Program

Symposium
I Continued from page I)

(Continued from page 2)

Mathias Jr., (R-Md.).
Mayor Landrieu will speak at 11
a.m. in Graham Chapel on several
topics including, the effectiveness of
urban renovation and how a mayor
can be independent of federal and
state controls.
The panel discussion will be held at
2 p.m. in the Women's Building
Lounge. Participants will be Charles
Leven, chairman of the WU
Economics Department; Harry
Morley, executive vice president, St.
Louis Regional Commerce and
Growth Association, St. Louis;
Alderman Bruce Sommer and Robert
Reeves, executive director of New
Town/St. Louis, Inc.
An informal discussion with Mayor
Landrieu will be held at 3:30 p.m. in
the Women's Building Lounge.
Senator Mathias will speak on "The
Influence of the Federal Government
on Local Politics" at 8 p.m. in
Graham Chapel. A reception for the
senator will be held at 9:30 p.m. in the
Women's Building Lounge.
Friday's program will include a
morning address by Francine
Rabinovitz, professor of political
science, University of Southern
California, and a panel discussion on
the topic: "Cooperation Between the
Cities and the Suburbs." Rabinovitz
will speak on "Center City Redevelopment" at 11 a.m. in the Kraegler Room in the Business School.
The panel discussion will be held at
1 p.m. in the Women's Building
Lounge. Panelists will be Betty Van
Uum, St. Louis County Councilwoman; Louis Sachs, Sachs Properties, Chesterfield, Mo., and James Little, WU assistant professor of
economics. An informal discussion
with Rabinovitz is scheduled for 3:30
p.m. in the Women's Building
Lounge.

other students in the master's program
in English, without the interdisciplinary option.
Asked what prompted the establishment of the new program, Madsen
said that WU writers, often invited to
serve as visiting professors at other
universities, have been asked many
times if WU had an advanced creative
writing program. "We expect the outstanding reputation of our writing
faculty to attract a number of talented
students. We have already begun to
receive responses to the program,"
Madsen said.
Thurston, who was the first writer
to join the WU faculty in 1950, is
optimistic about the program's future.
He points out that those students
admitted to the program must display
"an ability to handle the graces of the
English language, and some quality of
imagination."
The degree program, Thurston
acknowledges, will be a demanding
one. Comparing WU's new program
to the famed writer's program conducted at the University of Iowa, Iowa
City, Iowa, Thurston believes that
WU's emphasis on the interdisiplinary, academic component,
absent from Iowa's program, will
enable a writer to select material from
a specialized area outside of literature
that will be useful to him in his
writing.
Elkin, who joined the WU faculty in
1960 and whose widely-praised talents
range from his novels, such as The
Dick Gibson Show, Searches and
Seizures, and The Franchiser, to Hollywood screenwriting assignments,
commented that "the University
should have had such a program a
long time ago. WU has prime-cut
writers who can, in time, offer an
alternative to the Iowa program."
Students interested in further information regarding admission requirements and financial aid are asked to
write to "The Writers' Program," Box
1122. For information, call the
Department of English, ext. 4217.

AN EXHIBITION of sunset photographs by Morton D. May, a life
trustee of WU, will go on view Thurs.,
Feb. 3, at Maryville College, 13550
Conway Rd. It will run through Feb.
28. Viewing hours are: 9 a.m. to 7
p.m., weekdays; 9 a.m. to noon,
weekends or by appointment. The
Maryville show in the Louis D. Beaumont Art Gallery, includes selected
works which were originally part of a
May retrospective, "Points of View,"
at Steinberg Gallery in 1973.
The WU Record is published weekly
during the academic year by the Information Office. Editor, Janet Kelley;
calendar editor, Charlotte Boman.
Address communications to Box 1142.

The Omaha Magic Theatre will present feminist
playwright Megan Terry's drama, "Babes in the
Big House, at 8 p.m. Feb. 4 in Edison Theatre.

HOUSING for participants of
workshops or conferences in the S-40
dormitories will be available this summer. Any faculty or staff member may
use this service for their club or
organization's activities. Reasonably
priced meals are served in the student
dining hall and accommodations for
banquets or box lunches can be made.
For further information, call Tootie
Lewis at ext. 4051, or write to box
4500.
A WORKSHOP FOR FUTURE
JOB-SEEKERS will be offered by
Campus Y director Helen Davis. The
eight-week workshop will be held on
Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m., beginning Wed., Feb. 9. For further information, call ext. 4286.
POET HOWARD NEMEROV,
Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished
University Professor of English, has
been asked to serve as one of three
judges in the poetry category for the
28th Annual National Book Awards.
Winners of the highly-prized 1977
awards will be announced in New
York this April. This is the latest
honor to come to Nemerov, who
recently was elected to membership in
the American Academy of Arts and
Letters. Nemerov joins poets F. D.
Reeve and Gwendolyn Brooks in the
NBA's poetry category.
STEVE KAHN, a first-semester
graduate student in electrical engineering, was recently chosen to receive the
annual St. Louis Electrical Board of
Trade Award. The award, which
honors the most outstanding electrical
engineering undergraduate upon
recommendations from the faculty,
will be formally presented at a dinner
during National Electrical Week in
February. Kahn received his bachelor
of science degree in electrical engineering in December, 1976.

MONTHLY MAJOR MEDICAL
INSURANCE RATES will be
increased 130 for individual coverage
and 220 for dependent coverage beginning Feb. 1. WU will continue to contribute 970 for the employe option and
$2.42 for the family plan. In addition,
open enrollment for Major Medical
coverage, which occurs every two
years, will take place in March. A
notice will be mailed to all employes
shortly. For further information, call
Jim Erbar, at ext. 4691.

Calendar
February 4-11
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
9 a.m. Department of Surgery Grand Rounds,
"Problems in Pediatric Urology," Dr. W. Hardy
Hendren, prof, of surgery, Harvard. Clopton
Auditorium, 4960 Audubon.
1 p.m. WU Woman's Club Tea, with Manfred
Zettle, of the Slimmery, a diet bakery,
demonstrating diet desserts. Women's Bldg.
Lounge. Call 721-1015 or 647-7294 for baby-sitting arrangements.
4 p.m. Department of Romance Languages Lecture, "Ronsard and the Grecian Lyre," Isidore
Silver, Rosa May Distinguished University
Professor Emeritus in the Humanities, Women's
Bldg. Lounge.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
8 a.m. Department of Surgery Lecture, "Urinary
Diversion and Undiversion," Dr. W. Hardy
Hendren, prof, of surgery, Harvard. Wohl
Auditorium, 4950 Audubon.
8 p.m. Hillel Folk Dance Workshop, led by
Moshiko HaLevy, Israeli folk dance
choreographer. Jewish Community Center,
11001 Schuetz Rd. Admission $2.50; $1.50 for
students. (Also Sun., Feb. 6, 10:30 a.m. and 2
p.m., Hillel House, 6300 Forsyth. Admission for
all three workshops $5; $3 for students.)
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7
12 noon. Five-Day Computing Facilities Seminar,
"Intermediate Job Control Language," David
Weible, computer education specialist, WU
Computing Facilities. 215 Cupples II. Call ext.
3138 to register.
12 noon. Five-Day Computing Facilities Seminar,
"Introduction to Interactive Terminal Facility
(ITF)," Edward Spitznagel, Jr., WU assoc. prof,
of mathematics and statistical consultant, WU
Computing Facilities. B-22, Brown Hall. Call
ext. 3138 to register.
2:30 p.m. Biomedical Engineering Program
Seminar, "Thinking About the Thinking of
Clinicians," Dr. G. A. Gorry, director, Program
for Health Management, Baylor College of
Medicine, Waco, Tex. 313 Urbauer.
4 p.m. Cancer Center Forum, "Cleavage of the
Human Placental Lactogen Precursor in Ascites
Cell-free Extracts," Dr. Irving Boime, WU asst.
prof, of reproductive biology, Dept. of Ob/Gyn.
Erlanger Auditorium, McDonnell Science Bldg.,
4565 McKinley. Refreshments served at 3:30
p.m.
8 p.m. Pre-Medical Society Meeting. Several
WU Medical School students will speak on their
academic experiences. Open to all pre-meds.
Women's Bldg. Lounge. Pre-Medical Society
elections will be held from 7-8 p.m.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
4 p.m. Department of Earth and Planetary
Science Collequium, "The View of Mars from
the Viking Lander," R. E. Arvidson, WU prof,
of earth sciences. 104 Wilson. Coffee served at
3:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m. School of Architecture Lecture, "Why
Ugliness?—Why Not?" F. Eugene Smith,
designer, Bath, Ohio. Steinberg Auditorium.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
11 a.m. Student Symposium Keynote Address,
"The Black Political Base in Urban America,"
Kenneth Gibson, mayor, Newark, NJ. Graham
Chapel. (See page 1)
3 p.m. Student Symposium Panel Discussion,
"Urban Neighborhoods: Their Role in the
Political Process." Women's Bldg. Lounge. (See
page 1)
3 p.m. George Warren Brown School of Social
Work Colloquium, "The Social Worker in Policy
Determination, a Case Illustration: Michael M.
Davis," Ralph E. Pumphrey, WU prof, emeritus of social work. Brown Lounge.
8 p.m. Student Symposium Address, "The Future
of Urban Housing Problems," Harry Sharrott,
HUD acting regional director, Kansas City, Mo.
Mudd Courtroom, WU School of Law. (See
page 1)
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10
11 a.m. Student Symposium Address, Moon
Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans, La. Graham
Chapel. (See page 1)
12 noon Very Interesting Women Series, Hazel
Kohring, sales executive. Women's Bldg.
Lounge.
2 p.m. Student Symposium Panel Discussion,
"The Future of the Central City of St. Louis."
Women's Bldg. Lounge. (See page 1)
3:30 p.m. Student Symposium Discussion, with
Mayor Landrieu. Women's Bldg. Lounge. (See
page 1)
4 p.m. Department of Chemistry Seminar, "Fusion of Light Nuclei at High Energies," Robert
Stokstad, research physicist, Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 311
McMillen.
8 p.m. Student Symposium Address, "The
Influence of the Federal Government on Local
Politics," Senator Charles Mathias (Md.).
Graham Chapel. (See page 1).

PERFORMING ARTS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
8 p.m. Omaha Magic Theatre, Babes in the Big
House, a play by feminist playwright Megan
Terry. Edison Theatre. Admission $4.50; $3.50
for WU faculty/staff; $2 for all students. Tickets
available in the Edison Theatre Box Office.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
8 p.m. Broom Street Theatre, Fear Strikes Out, a
one-man play based on the life of former major
league baseball player Jimmy Piersall. Edison
Theatre. Admission $4.50; $3.50 for WU
faculty/staff; $2 students. Tickets available in
the Edison Theatre Box Office.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
5 p.m. Wohl Center Programs, "Mime with
Mary," Mary Lexa, visiting artist-in-residence in
the Performing Arts Area. Wohl Center Reception Area.

MUSIC
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6
3 p.m. Mu Phi Epsilon Concert, with performances by members of the WU chapter of this
music honorary. The program will include solo
and chamber music. Women's Bldg. Lounge.
8 p.m. Music at Edison Concert, with the LaSalle
Quartet, string quartet-in-residence at the
University of Cincinnati-Conservatory of
Music. Edison Theatre. Admission $5; $4 for
WU faculty/staff; $2.50 for WU students.
Tickets available at Edison Theatre Box Office.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10
5:30 p.m. Loungin' Around, with singer-guitarist
James Woods. Wohl Center Formal Lounge.
Sponsored by Wohl Center Programs.

FILMS
EXHIBITIONS
"Mechanisms of Meaning," a series of nonrepresentational drawings, collages and watercolors, completed from 1961 to 1976 by
Japanese artist Arakawa. Arakawa's work often
contains words or sentences which contradict
the meaning of the visual image. Steinberg Gallery, lower level. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sat.; 1-5 p.m. Sun. Feb. 6-March 13.
"Shinjuku: The Phenomenal City," an exhibit of
photographs, slides, banners, signs and maps of
this shopping and entertainment area in the
heart of Tokyo. Steinberg Gallery. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat.; 1-5 Sun.
Through Feb. 28.
"Contemporary Poetry Broadsides," an exhibit
of poetry and art work presented together on a
unique but traditional medium, the broadside.
Olin Library, level 5. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Through March 31.
"German Literature and Culture in Exile," a collection of photographs and biographies of
writers, screenwriters, musicians, artists and
architects who left Germany with the rise of
Nazism in the Thirties. Olin Library, level 3. 8
a.m.-12 midnight, daily. Through February 15.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
6:30 and 9:30 p.m. WU Filmboard Series,
"Nashville," directed by Robert Altman. Brown
Hall Theatre. Admission $1.25. (Also Sat., Feb.
5, same times, Brown; and Sun., Feb. 6, 8 p.m.
Wohl Center line D.)
12:30 a.m. WU Filmboard Series, "King Kong,"
the original. Brown Hall Theatre. Admission $1.
(Also Sat., Feb. 5, same time, Brown.)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
8 p.m. Office of Campus Programming—Cinema
of the Forties Series, "Pride and Prejudice,"
Wohl Center line D. Admission $1.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
12 noon. Tuesday Noon Film Series, "Why Me?"
How breast cancer affects the lives of 10 women
and their families. Mallinckrodt Center Gallery.
Sponsored by Women's Programming Board
and Office of Campus Programming.
7:30 and 10 p.m. WU Filmboard Series, "Red
River." Brown Hall Theatre. Admission $1.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
3:30 p.m. WU Filmboard Series, "Libeled
Lady." Brown Hall Theatre. Admission $1.
7:30 and 9:30 p.m. WU Filmboard Series, "The
Invitation." French with subtitles. Brown Hall
Theatre. Admission $1.25. (Also Thurs., Feb.
10, same times, Brown.)

